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7.0 CULTURAL HERITAGE  

7.1 INTRODUCTION 

John Cronin & Associates has been commissioned by RPS Environment and Planning to 

undertake a baseline study of cultural heritage constraints at the site of a proposed 

Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT) Facility at Hightown, County Antrim.  The upland 

study area (>250m OD), currently a quarry, lies northwest of Belfast, south of the M2 

motorway; and is bounded by Bog Road to the north, Hydepark Road to the northeast, Upper 

Hightown Road to the east, Flush Road to the west, and Ballutoag Road to the south.  The 

Flush River flows to the east of the site. 

7.2 METHODOLOGY 

A desktop survey of archaeological and cultural heritage sites within the area of the proposed 

quarry extension was carried out in order to assess heritage constraints.  The Monuments and 

Buildings Record (MBR) for the area in County Antrim was the principal source for identifying 

archaeological constraints and built heritage constraints.  A review of Ordnance Survey (OS) 

mapping of the proposed development area was undertaken and in addition the following 

sources were consulted: 

Northern Ireland Sites and Monuments Record, (the Sites and Monuments Record is a

map-based record with data on approximately 14,500 archaeological sites and historic

monuments in Northern Ireland);

Industrial Archaeological Record;

Historic Buildings Register;

Register of Historic Parks, Gardens and Demesnes;

Northern Ireland Heritage Gardens Inventory;

Northern Ireland Buildings at Risk Register; and

Consultation of all the available archaeological and historical literature for the area.

An archaeological inspection of the proposed development area was undertaken on 10th 

December 2008 by a suitably qualified archaeologist.  Weather conditions were fair, slightly 

overcast but dry with good visibility.  A photographic record is provided in Appendix 7.1.  Much 

of the interior of the site was inaccessible due to the siting of a quarry.  The walkover survey 

was therefore conducted in the pasture land along the margins of the quarry.  The site was 

assessed in terms of landscape, land use, vegetation cover, presence or lack of 

archaeological sites and potential for undetected archaeological sites/features. 
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7.3 LEGAL AND POLICY FRAMEWORK FOR THE PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE 
 

The principal basis for the protection of archaeological sites in Northern Ireland is the 1995 

Historic Monuments and Archaeological Objects (Northern Ireland) Order.  The law provides 

for historic monuments and archaeological sites to be protected in a variety of ways, including 

taking into state care and scheduling.  In the former case, monuments are owned, leased or 

are placed in the guardianship of the Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) of the 

Department of the Environment for Northern Ireland (DOENI).  When sites and monuments 

are scheduled, they remain in private ownership but are protected from damage and 

unauthorised development.  Sites are scheduled in accordance with quality and rarity criteria.  

There is one scheduled monument, a court tomb (CHC 6 - Figure 2 and Table 1), which lies 

between 250 and 500m from the edge of the proposed development area. 

 

The NIEA are also concerned with the survival of other sites not protected under the 1995 

Order and it is automatically consulted by the Planning Service about every new development 

likely to affect a site or its setting (Source: NIEA).  Furthermore a licence is required to search 

for archaeological objects, or to carry out an excavation, and any archaeological object found 

must be reported.  All archaeological excavations must be carried out under the direction of a 

qualified archaeologist, licensed by the NIEA.  A licence application must be submitted for 

every excavation, by the archaeologist who will direct the work, at least three weeks before 

the date on which work is due to begin.  There are twelve recorded archaeological sites 

located within 1.25km of the edge of the proposed development area.  This number includes 

the scheduled monument (CHC6) mentioned above.  These sites are detailed in Table 7.1 and 

shown in Figure 7.1; none will be directly impacted by the proposed development. 

 

In addition to archaeological sites, the NIEA also has the responsibility under the Planning 

(Northern Ireland) Order 1991 for the protection of post-medieval buildings and structures.  

The Department of Environment has a programme of area plans for Northern Ireland.  Area 

plans provide the primary means of reconciling conflicts between the need for development 

and the need to protect the natural and man-made heritage.  There are more than 8,500 listed 

buildings/structures in Northern Ireland (currently under review); varying from fine churches 

and country houses to thatched cottages and post boxes (Source: NIEA). There are no 

historic buildings located on or adjacent to the proposed development area.  

 

There are two Industrial Heritage Record sites (IHR) located within 1.25kms of the edge of the 

proposed development site.  These sites are summarised in Table 7.1 (CHC 8-9) and shown 

in Figure 7.1; none will be directly or indirectly impacted by the proposed development. 

 



Proposed MBT Facility, Hightown   EIA Baseline Report 
 

 
RPS Planning & Environment 
May 2009  7/3 

There are three Defence Heritage sites located within 1.25km of the edge of the proposed 

development site.  These sites are summarised in Table 7.1 (CHC 10, 11 and 12) and shown 

in Figure 7.1; none will be directly or indirectly impacted by the proposed development. 

 

The Buildings at Risk Northern Ireland database (BARNI) was consulted for purposes of this 

study and no buildings at risk are located within or adjacent to the area of the proposed 

development. 

 

The Northern Ireland Heritage Gardens Inventory and the Register of Historic Parks, Gardens 

and Demesnes have been consulted and no examples are located on or adjacent to the 

proposed development area.  

 

Table 7.1:  Sites listed in the NIEA Monuments and Buildings Record Located Within 
1km of the Proposed Development Site 

 

CHC Inventory Reference 
No. 

Townland Site Type Grid Ref. Distance 

SMR ANT056:069 Ballyutoag A.P. site - circular 

cropmark 

J28998119 250-500m 1 

On reasonably level ground in a slight hollow, with good views E & S.  A small, dark complete 

circular cropmark 25m in diameter was seen on Aerial Photographs.  There are one or two 

undulations in this area of the field.  A small bump, which seems to lies slightly NW of the location 

shown on the maps, may be natural.  It is very approx. 19m N-S x 17m E-W.  The other visible 

feature is a faintly discernible ridge running N-S, which would seem to relate to an old lane, 

shown on the 6" map, on the E side of the field.  The landowner did not know of anything in this 

field, but said that the ground is quite wet. 

SMR ANT056:042 Ballyvaston Fortification - 

Castle  

J302813 500m-

1.25km 

2 

Late Medieval. Not precisely located. 

SMR ANT056:048 Ballybought Enclosure  J3081 500m-

1.25km 

3 

This site, described by O'Laverty as a rath formerly 1.5 furlongs SSE of the Castle (Ant 056:041), 

cannot now be located & there is no local knowledge of the site. 
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SMR ANT056:025 Ballyvaston Rath J27598029 500m-

1.25km 

4 

On a small E-W ridge, with excellent views W, NW, NE & E.  The site straddles the ridge, created 

a domed interior, 33m x 35m across, enclosed by a bank & outer ditch.  The bank is 4.5m wide, 

0.25m high internally & 0.9m above the ditch, which is 2.4m wide & 0.35m deep.  At the centre of 

the rath, a raised circular feature may be the remains of a mound with the centre quarried out - or 

may be a circular structure.  There is no visible stone.  Along the W, the ditch has been recut to 

create a field fence.  Early Christian. 

SMR ANT056:073 Ballyutoag Late Bronze Age 

Settlement 

Complex 

J28787945 250-500m 5 

This site was picked up on APs as an enclosure consisting of an upstanding bank, defining an 

irregular area, 110m x 55m. No further details available at present. 

SMR / 

Scheduled 

Area 

ANT056:024 Ballyutoag Megalithic Tomb J29027938 250-500m 6 

Part of the forecourt of this court tomb was excavated in 1937, revealing some Neolithic pottery, a 

flint scraper & some Iron Age (or possibly Medieval) pottery.  The site consists of a roughly semi-

circular court formed by at least 8 possible stones, some very large, 2 portal stones with a sill 

between them & 4 recumbent stones lying further down the slope along the estimated line of the 

gallery.  The entrance to the tomb faces approx.  NNW.  A wall, which was rebuilt after 

excavation, runs across the N side, closing off the court.  The portal stones are 1.09 & 1.02m 

high & stands 0.42m apart (0.51m at the base).  The furthest gallery stone stretches to c.10.7m 

out to SSE from the portals. 

SMR ANT056:074 Upper 

Ballysillan  

A.P. site - circular 

cropmark 

J29687928 500m-

1.25km 

7 

In the SE part of what is now 4 fields made into one, on damp pasture which rises to the top of 

Squires Hill at SE.  Views to NW & SW are good & fair to W.  Higher ground obscures the outlook 

at N.  There are several faint dips, presumably drainage channels, in the field.  A dark circular 

cropmark 28m in diam., with a gap at NNW was seen on APs.  There are apparent traces of lazy-

bedding, especially at the NE side of the field, but no archaeological features could be discerned 

at the location of the cropmark. 

8 IH 07301:003:0

0 

Grange of 

Mallusk 

Mill Pond - 

Hydepark Dam 

J28928175 500m-

1.25km 

9 IH 07300:000:0

0 

Ballywonard 

/ Grange Of 

Mallusk 

Bridge J29478129 250-500m 

10 DH - Grange of 

Mallusk 

Heavy anti-aircraft 

battery 

J29468180 500m-

1.25km 
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11 DH - Grange of 

Mallusk 

Radar platform J29608184 500m-

1.25km 

12 DH - Upper 

Ballysillan 

Small arms range J29447884 500m-

1.25km 

 

7.4 EXISTING ENVIRONMENT 
 

7.4.1 Overview of the Study Area: Receiving Environment 
 

The proposed site for development of the MBT facility is a stone extraction quarry and 

surrounding land, located at Hightown, in the townland of Ballyutoag, County Antrim (Figure 

7.2). The undeveloped land surrounding the quarry, which falls within the proposed 

development, consists of pasture fields varying in quality from poor to moderate, with some 

fields of very poor un-grazed grass and gorse scrub to the east and southeast (Appendix 7.1: 

Plate 11).  The fields are bounded predominantly by stoutly-built stone walls (Appendix 7.1: 

Plate 5), field drains with earthen banks and tall hedges lined with post-and-wire fences.  The 

landscape slopes off in all directions from the summit of the hill on which the current quarry is 

situated, with evidence of quarry spoil and several electricity pylons running across the 

margins of the site.  There are 360 degree vistas from the summit of the hill, most of which 

contains the current quarry.  The surrounding wider landscape consists of fields of good 

pasture.  

 

7.4.2 Archaeological and Historical Context  
 

In reviewing archaeological sites within the study area, it is important to note the passage of 

time has ensured that only fragmentary remains for human settlement, economy and ritual 

practice survives.  Continuity can be seen in this region from earliest times reflecting layers of 

settlement over a period of 6,000 years or more.  

 

It should be noted that whilst most of the archaeological sites referred to in this report survive 

visibly above ground level, it is possible that many more archaeological sites still remain 

undetected just below ground level.  Although an archaeological site has been levelled, 

evidence for the site itself and for many of the activities that took place there remains hidden 

in the ground and can only be interpreted correctly by removing it through careful 

archaeological excavation. 

 

The Prehistoric Period 
 

The earliest recorded site in the wider environs of the proposed site at Hightown dates from 

the Neolithic (or New Stone Age) period, which represented the arrival and establishment of 
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agriculture as the principal form of economic subsistence.  Over successive generations, 

farmers either moved slowly across Europe or had influenced local hunter-gathering 

populations to adopt the new economy (Mallory & McNeill 1991, 29).  By c.4500 BC (Neolithic 

period), farming communities existed along the Atlantic coast of Europe and soon afterwards 

they began to appear in Britain and Ireland.  The nature of the agricultural economy would 

have allowed for the new farmers to live in permanent settlements all year long (in marked 

contrast to the nomadic lives of the hunter-gatherers).  As a consequence of the new way of 

life, new site types begin to appear in the archaeological record during this period.  These 

include cairns, piles of stones serving the dual purpose of marking and protecting a burial site 

(Buckley and Sweetman 1991) and megalithic tombs, such as that seen a Ballyutoag (CHC6). 

 

Metalworking arrived in the area c. 4000 years ago and the change associated with this 

development is reflected in a move from large communal tombs to individual burials in small 

pits or stone cists.  A characteristic of the earlier Bronze Age in Ireland is the emergence of a 

distinctive burial custom, often termed the ‘single burial tradition’ (Doody 1986; Waddell 1990; 

Waddell 1991), which was part of a wider European milieu.  The megalithic tomb tradition, 

particularly wedge-tombs, remained in use for a transitional period between the Neolithic and 

Bronze Ages.  A settlement from this period has been discovered at Ballyutoag (CHC5), 

comprising an irregular area (110m x 55m) enclosed by an upstanding bank. 

 

The Medieval Period (AD 400 – 1600) 

 

The early medieval period (AD 400 – 1169) was a time of profound internal social and 

economic change in Ireland.  The dominant site types associated with this period include 

ringforts, souterrains and enclosures.  Generally enclosures are likely to be ringforts but 

insufficient evidence survives to classify them as such without recourse to archaeological 

excavation.  

 

Ringforts are undoubtedly the most widespread and characteristic archaeological field 

monument in the countryside.  They are usually known by the names ráth or lios, forming 

some of the most common place-name elements in the countryside.  The ringfort is basically a 

circular or roughly circular area enclosed by an earthen bank formed of material thrown up 

from a concentric fosse (or ditch) on its outside.  Archaeological excavation has shown that 

the majority of ringforts were enclosed farmsteads, built in the early medieval period (AD 500 

– 1169).  Though not forts in the military sense, the earthworks acted as a defence against 

natural predators like wolves, as well as against the cattle raids that were characteristic of that 

period.  Souterrains (underground chambers) are often found in association with ringforts.  

Two rath sites have been noted within the study area in Ballybought (CHC3) and Ballyvaston 

(CHC4).  
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The feudalisation of Gaelic-Irish society c. 1000AD, demarcated by the apparent 

abandonment of ringforts in the period around the turn of the millennium and the very low 

numbers of newly-built ringforts in the early centuries of the second millennium AD, involved 

the new divisions of land of which the modern townland is the descendant.  The actual 

boundaries of these land units, however, must have reflected very closely the rural geography 

of Ireland in the immediate pre-feudal period.  By the same token, the land units of the Anglo-

Normans – the cantreds and manors – were themselves copies of the territories of pre-

colonial Ireland.  Within this period, towns, markets and fairs were established, and change 

and reform attempted in the Irish church. 

 

The post-medieval period (AD 1600 - Present) 

 

The sixteenth century was a turbulent time in Irish political matters.  A new order of Irish 

lordships emerged as previous English settlements were almost eliminated.  During the later 

sixteenth century the Irish lords came into bitter conflict with England when the Tudor kings 

and queens, particularly Elizabeth I, were determined to assert (or re-assert) English control 

tightly over Ireland.  The resulting wars dating from the 1560s to 1603 bring this unsettled 

period to an end. 

 

Despite the impact of the Great Famine on local population levels, the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries was also a time for an upturn in industrial growth.  One of the most 

distinctive traits of Ulster is the range and variety of industrial activities that developed in the 

post-medieval period – a mill-pond at the Hydepark dam (CHC8), an indication of this activity 

within the Hightown study area.  

 

In the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century new roads were built to give access to the 

quarries in mountain areas. In the 1st edition Ordnance Survey mapping (Figure 7.3), there are 

a number of quarries and gravel pits indicated to the west and south of the proposed 

development site.  Black’s Bridge (CHC9), which crosses the River Flush to the northeast of 

the development site, is an example of infrastructural development in the Hightown area at 

this time. Little development is indicated within the proposed survey area, with only two 

building clusters with access roads marked.  A number of other building clusters and individual 

buildings are indicated outside the site boundary, but within 1km to the north of the site. CHC 

4 (Rath) is marked as a hachured circle and named ‘Fort’ to the west of the development site. 

 

Twentieth-century defence heritage is well represented within the study area, probably due to 

Hightown’s topography and its proximity to Belfast.  Examples include a heavy anti-aircraft 

battery (CHC10), a radar platform (CHC11) and a small arms range (CHC12).  
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7.4.3 Excavations Database 
 

A review of the excavations database has revealed a number of licensed excavations that 

have taken place within the townlands comprising and surrounding the study area.  At 

Ballyutoag an Early Christian iron-working site (J273795) was found; and a prehistoric 
enclosure (J288795) was excavated, producing an orthostatic stone wall inside a clay bank, 

followed by a poorly built wall of smaller stones, finds included a tanged arrowhead and a 

flake knife.  A watching brief with resulting excavation took place during topsoil-stripping in 

advance of the extension of the quarry within the proposed development site in 1996.  

Evidence of small booley-houses (J291799) was uncovered, comprising stone wall bases and 

cobbled floors and paths, as well as traces of hearths, several flints, including butt-trimmed 

blades, were found but were not necessarily associated with the structures.  A spread of 

western Neolithic pottery and struck flint was recorded at c. 270m OD (J297804), also during 

monitoring of the quarry extension in 1999; and similarly a ditch was uncovered during 

monitoring of the quarry extension in 2000 (J29308040) which was long, quite shallow, and 

gently curving, running c. north-east/south-west measuring c. 30m long, 1.3–1.6m wide and 

0.6m deep.  

 

At Ballyvaston (J310790) traces of an occupation site were revealed with many sherds of 

coarse pottery including Neolithic rim forms, flat-based fragments and a single sherd of what 

may be Grooved Ware and a considerable body of flint debitage together with 60 flint scrapers 

and two barbed and tanged arrowheads.  

 

At Ballywonard/Ballyvaston (J300820) a small curving gully with Early Bronze Age pottery and 

worked flint was recovered.  Included within this discovery was the truncated remains of a 

burnt mound, comprising charcoal and heat-shattered stone with a large pit below it (most 

likely a trough).  In addition, a series of pits, hearths and post-holes was uncovered, from 

which pottery and flint was found.  

 

At the Grange of Mallusk (J286833) a souterrain and associated features and finds were 

uncovered.  

 

A full description of all of licensed excavations that have taken place within the townlands 

comprising and surrounding the study area is detailed in Appendix 7.2. 

 

7.4.4 Field Survey 
 

An archaeological inspection of the proposed development area was undertaken on 10th 

December 2008 by a suitably qualified archaeologist.  Weather conditions were fair, slightly 

overcast but dry with good visibility.  A photographic record is provided in Appendix 7.1.  The 
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site consists of a large quarry surrounded by open fields of pasture varying from poor to 

moderate.  Much of the interior of the site was inaccessible due to the presence of a quarry.  

The walkover survey was therefore conducted in the pastureland along the margins of the 

quarry.  Some areas of scrubland to the east and southeast provided difficult underfoot 

conditions (Appendix 7.1: Plate 11).  The presence of Highland cattle in one field to the east 

was inaccessible for survey; however this part of the site was viewed from adjacent 

landholdings.  The site was assessed in terms of landscape, land use, vegetation cover, 

presence or lack of archaeological sites and potential for undetected archaeological 

sites/features. 

 

The majority of the landscape at the proposed development site is comprised of a quarry, with 

associated spoil heaps upon surrounding fields.  The undeveloped land surrounding the 

quarry, which falls within the proposed development area, consists of pasture fields varying in 

quality from poor to moderate, with some fields of very poor un-grazed grass and gorse scrub 

to the east and southeast (Appendix 7.1: Plate 11).  The fields are bounded predominantly by 

stoutly-built stone walls (Appendix 7.1: Plate 5), field drains with earthen banks and tall 

hedges lined with post-and-wire fences.  The landscape slopes off in all directions from the 

summit of the hill on which the current quarry is situated, with evidence of quarry spoil and 

several electricity pylons running across the margins of the site.  The surrounding landscape is 

made up of fields of good pasture.  

 

The scars and shadows of several field drains and former field boundaries were evident in 

many areas (Appendix 7.1: Plate 1).  These boundaries most likely date to the post-medieval 

or early modern periods and may have been constructed during land improvements of the 

nineteenth or early twentieth centuries.  In one field in the southwest of the site, evidence of 

ridge and furrow cultivation (lazy beds) was identified (Appendix 7.1: Plate 2, 3).  In this area a 

ruined farm cottage and ‘bohereen’ were also visible (Appendix 7.1: Plate 4).  A ‘spoon-

shaped’ depression (Appendix 7.1: Plate 3) to the north of the hand dug cultivation ridges 

showed no discernable evidence of being of any archaeological significance and may have 

been a sink hole or other type of natural depression. 

 

The summit of the hill on which the quarry is now located may have originally been the 

greatest area of archaeological potential; however there are several areas of lesser potential 

throughout the site.  There are areas to the south of the quarry (bordering to the south of the 

development site boundary) with good vistas and south facing slopes, which have not been 

developed thus far.  The area to the west of the site where the cultivation ridges and ‘spoon-

shaped’ depression were identified may be of some potential.  The fields either side of the 

entrance road to the north have not been disturbed greatly by the quarry activity.  The 

overgrown fields to the east and southeast are not deemed to be of high archaeological 

potential.  
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7.5 CONCLUSION 
 

In total, twelve cultural heritage constraints have been identified within the study area for the 

proposed MBT facility at Hightown, Co. Antrim (c. 1.25km radius).  These include seven 

recorded archaeological (SMR) sites, including one scheduled monument, two recorded 

Industrial Heritage sites and three Defence Heritage sites.  None of these cultural heritage 

constraints are located on or adjacent to the proposed quarry site: the nearest is over 250m to 

the north.  As such, none of these sites, including the scheduled monument (CHC6) will be 

directly affected by the proposed works due to their location being a sufficient distance away 

from any proposed ground disturbance.  

 

Indirect impacts on surrounding recorded archaeology and heritage constraints are unlikely, 

as this area is already being used as a quarry with associated heavy traffic.  Construction and 

residual activity at the site from the proposed development would not be envisaged as having 

any greater impact on recorded archaeology. 

 

A number of extant cultural heritage features were noted within the proposed site boundary, to 

the west and northwest of the quarry, including evidence of ridge and furrow cultivation (lazy 

beds) and a ruined farm cottage and ‘bohereen’ (Figure 7.4; Appendix 7.1: Plate 2, 3, 4).   

 

Due to the heavily disturbed nature of a majority of the site through the activities of the recent 

quarrying, which includes the bulk of the hill summit, overall poor terrain and steeply sloping 

nature of the topography, archaeological potential is generally low.  However, this does not 

negate the fact that within areas, which have not been subject to previous quarry works 

(primarily the western portion) it is possible that archaeological remains may exist at a sub-

surface level.  

 

Given the possibility that archaeological remains may exist at a sub-surface level within areas 

that have not been subject to previous ground disturbance, specifically the fields to the west of 

the site, it is considered prudent to carry out an archaeological monitoring programme of the 

topsoil stripping operations in this area.  This should be undertaken by a suitably qualified 

archaeologist under licence from NIEA (DOENI),  

 

The monitoring archaeologist should be empowered to halt the development if buried 

archaeological features or finds are uncovered.  Provision should be made to resolve any 

newly exposed archaeological sites. 
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Figure 7.2:  Aerial Photograph of the Proposed Development Site 
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Figure 7.3:  Extract from 1st Edition Ordnance Survey Map (Sheet ANT 056 - 1 June 1833) 
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Figure 7.4:  Annotated Diagram of Land-Use and Topography at Proposed Development 
Site. 
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Plate 1: View of fields to northwest, showing former field boundary drains, facing northeast. 

 

Plate 2: View of ridge-and-furrow cultivation, facing northeast. 
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Plate 3: View of ridge-and-furrow cultivation and ‘spoon-shaped’ depression, facing southwest. 

 

Plate 4: View of ‘bohereen’ and ruined cottage, facing northeast. 
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Plate 5: View of stone wall field boundary to field to north of site. 

 

 

Plate 6: View of ruined outbuildings to north of site, facing northeast. 
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Plate 7: View of court tomb, CHC6, facing north. 

 

 

Plate 8: View of court tomb, CHC6, facing north. 
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Plate 9: View of area of Late Bronze Age settlement, facing northwest. 

 

Plate 10: View of north of site, facing south. 
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Plate 11: View of scrub land to east of site, facing southeast. 

 

Plate 12: View of quarry, facing southwest. 
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Plate 13: View of landscape to south of site. 
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APPENDIX 7.2 
 

EXCAVATIONS IN TOWNLANDS COMPRISING AND SURROUNDING THE SITE 
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County Antrim 
Year / Site Number 1980-84:0002 
Site Name Ballyutoag 

Site Type Early Christian iron-working site 
SMR   
Grid Reference J273795 
Excavation Licence No.  
Description (1984) Excavations at Ballyotoag, County Antrim, Ulster J. 

Archaeol. (3rd series), 47, 37-49. 
Author B.B. Williams, DoE 

 
County Antrim 
Year / Site Number 1980-84:0003 
Site Name Ballyutoag 

Site Type Prehistoric enclosure 
SMR   
Grid Reference J288795 
Excavation Licence No.  
Description Two circular house foundations were joined to a small enclosure. 

Excavation suggested that there were two phases, represented by 
an orthostatic stone wall inside a clay bank, followed by a poorly 
built wall of smaller stones. Finds, mainly of flint, included a tanged 
arrowhead and a flake knife. 

Author M.J. Yates, DoE 

 
County Antrim 
Year / Site Number 1996:008 
Site Name Ballyutoag 

Site Type Booley-houses 
SMR   
Grid Reference J291799 
Excavation Licence No.  
Description A watching brief with resulting excavation took place during topsoil-

stripping ahead of the extension of a quarry. 
Evidence of small booley-houses was uncovered, comprising stone 
wall bases and cobbled floors and paths, as well as traces of 
hearths. Several flints, including butt-trimmed blades, were found 
but were not necessarily associated with the structures. The lack of 
associated finds made dating the structures problematic. 

Author Cormac McSparron, Arch Cor, 31 Madison Ave., Cavehill Rd., 
Belfast. 
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County Antrim 
Year / Site Number 1998:003 
Site Name Ballyutoag 

Site Type No archaeological significance 
SMR   
Grid Reference J275790 
Excavation Licence No.  
Description Investigation took place ahead of quarry expansion through a 

possible booley-house complex. Nothing of archaeological 
relevance was uncovered. 

Author J.C. McSparron, Northern Archaeological Consultancy Ltd, Unit 6, 
Farset Enterprise Centre, Springfield Road, Belfast. 

 
County Antrim 
Year / Site Number 1999:004 
Site Name Ballyutoag 

Site Type Neolithic material 
SMR   
Grid Reference J297804 
Excavation Licence No.  
Description At Ballyutoag townland, Co. Antrim, at Tarmac Quarry Products 

Ltd, Hightown Quarry, during monitoring of a quarry extension, a 
spread of western Neolithic pottery and struck flint was recorded at 
c. 270m OD. Although a team of archaeologists carried out further 
investigations in the area of the finds, no structures were found. 

Author Cormac McSparron, NAC, Unit 6, Farset Enterprise Park, 638 
Springfield Road, Belfast. 

 
County Antrim 
Year / Site Number 2000:0007 
Site Name Ballyutoag 

Site Type Ditch 
SMR   
Grid Reference J29308040 
Excavation Licence No.  
Description Monitoring of topsoil removal took place at an extension to 

Hightown Quarry, Ballyutoag townland, on the outskirts of Belfast, 
Co. Antrim.  
One piece of possible archaeology was uncovered during 
monitoring in Area 2. A long, quite shallow, gently curving ditch 
was found, running c. north-east/south-west. It was c. 30m long, 
1.3–1.6m wide and 0.6m deep.  
No artefacts or samples suitable for dating techniques were found 
in the sections of this ditch that were investigated, making dating 
impossible. It can only be said that it does not appear on any 
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maps. There is good map evidence for the area from the 1830s 
onwards, and this feature therefore appears to pre-date this period. 

Author Cormac McSparron and Alan Reilly, NAC, Unit 6, Farset Enterprise 
Park, 638 Springfield Road, Belfast. 

 
County Antrim 
Year / Site Number 1986:01 
Site Name Ballyvaston 

Site Type Prehistoric settlement 
SMR   
Grid Reference J310790 
Excavation Licence No.  
Description In response to damage caused by motorcycles 'scrambling' on 

Cavehill, just north of Belfast, excavation was carried out in May 
1986 by the Historic Monuments and Buildings Branch (DOENI). 
Prior to excavation, flints, sherds of pottery and charcoal were 
recovered in the disturbed soil by members of the staff of the Ulster 
Museum. Three trenches were excavated on a small terrace at 
1000ft OD. Traces of an occupation site were revealed with many 
sherds of coarse pottery including Neolithic rim forms, flat-based 
fragments and a single sherd of what may be Grooved Ware. 
Accompanying this material was a considerable body of flint 
debitage together with 60 flint scrapers and two barbed and tanged 
arrowheads. With the exception of two hearths which have not yet 
been dated, no structures were found. 

Author Brian Williams, Historic Monuments and Buildings Branch, 
DOE(NI) 

 
County Antrim 
Year / Site Number 2002:0008 
Site Name Ballywonard/Ballyvaston 

Site Type Prehistoric 
SMR   
Grid Reference J300820 
Excavation Licence No. AE/02/67 
Description The area encompassed by the Mayfield village development is 

archaeologically sensitive, containing one known monument and 
the possible remains of at least a further three sites. A stone-and- 
earthen mound (SMR 56:13), thought to be a Bronze Age barrow, 
stands on a ridge at Ballywonard. In the field immediately to the 
north of the mound a series of small plot divisions with cultivation 
ridges and probable settlement platforms survives. The remains of 
a medieval chapel with a possible associated well (Down 56:41) 
and a ruined castle (Down 56:42) have not been located but were 
noted by Reeves (1847). O’Laverty (1876–95) recorded an 
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enclosure or rath c. 300m south-south-east of this castle. It is 
presumed to be situated near the Hightown terrace, although there 
is no local knowledge of it. 
During a phase of monitored topsoil-stripping associated with the 
Mayfield housing development, several features of archaeological 
interest were uncovered. These included a small curving gully from 
which Early Bronze Age pottery and worked flint were recovered 
and the truncated remains of a burnt mound, comprising charcoal 
and heat-shattered stone, with a large pit below it, most likely a 
trough. In addition, a series of pits, hearths and post-holes was 
uncovered, from which pottery and flint was found. 
 
References 
O’Laverty, J. 1876–95 History of the diocese of Down and Connor 
(5 vols), vol. 2. Dublin. 
Reeves, W. 1847 Ecclesiastical antiquities of Down, Connor and 
Dromore. Dublin. 

Author Eoin Halpin, ADS Ltd, Unit 48, Westlink Enterprise Centre, 30–50 
Distillery Street, Belfast BT12 5BJ. 

 
County Antrim 
Year / Site Number 1995:004 
Site Name Grange of Mallusk 

Site Type Souterrain 
SMR  SMR 56:40 
Grid Reference J286833 
Excavation Licence No.  
Description Housing development adjacent to a cemetery uncovered a 

souterrain which was investigated prior to conservation. 
A low chamber, accessed by a creep, was found to have been 
deliberately infilled during the early medieval period. There were 
also several associated surface features, such as a curving gully 
and a band of cobbles. Finds include souterrain ware, everted-rim 
ware and lumps of slag. Excavation is still ongoing at time of 
writing. 

Author Norman Crothers, ADS, Unit 5, Westlink Enterprise Centre, 30-50 
Distillery St., Belfast. 

 
County Antrim 
Year / Site Number 2002:0024 
Site Name Grange of Mallusk, Mallusk 

Site Type No archaeological significance 
SMR   
Grid Reference J293821 
Excavation Licence No. AE/02/67 
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Description The area encompassed by the whole of the Mayfield village 
development lies within an archaeologically sensitive area 
containing one known monument and the possible remains of at 
least a further three sites. A stone-and-earthen mound (SMR 
56:13), thought to be a Bronze Age barrow, stands on a ridge at 
Ballywonard. In the field immediately to the north of the mound a 
series of small plot divisions with cultivation ridges and probable 
settlement platforms survives. The remains of a medieval chapel 
with a possible associated well (SMR 56:41) and a ruined castle 
(SMR 56:42) have not been located but were noted by Reeves 
(1847). O’Laverty (1876–95, vol. 2) recorded an enclosure or rath 
c. 300m south-south-east of this. It is presumed to be situated near 
the Hightown terrace, although there is no local knowledge of it. 
Despite the archaeological potential of this area of Mallusk, no 
archaeological features or deposits were uncovered during topsoil-
stripping. 
 
References 
O’Laverty, J. 1876–95 History of the diocese of Down and Connor. 
Belfast. 
Reeves, W. 1847 Ecclesiastical antiquities of Down, Connor and 
Dromore. Dublin. 

Author Eoin Halpin, ADS Ltd, Unit 48, Westlink Enterprise Centre, 30–50 
Distillery Street, Belfast BT12 5BJ. 

 
 




